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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF STATEMENT ON ARGENTINA (DISAPPEARANCES, 
ITEM I 06) DELIVERED BY USREP NOVAK TO HR C FEBRUARY 26. 


BEGIN TEXT: 

MR CHAIRMAN. MY DELEGATION HAS JOINED THE CONSENSUS 
ON THIS RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE LIFE OF THE WORKING GROUP 
ON MISSING AND DISAPPEARED PERSONS FOR ANOTHER YEAR WE 
JOIN WITH OTHERS IN PRAISING THE INTELLIGENCE, JUDGMENT AND 
DISCRETION OF ITS PRESENT MEMBERS. WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO 
CLARIFY THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES ON THIS SUBJECT. 
AS A GOVERNMENT WHICH BELIEVES IN THE RULE OF LAW, IN- 
CLUDING DUE PROCESS, WE ARE PROFOUNDLY CONCERNEO WITH THE 
VIOLATION OF FUNDAMENTAL LEGAL RIGHTS. 

WE NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HAS 
AS YET NO SIMILAR WORKING GROUP LOOKING INTO OTHER SERIOUS 
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THE WORLD, SUCH AS PENAL LABOR 
CAMPS, THE ABUSE OF MENTAL HOSPITALS FOR POLITICAL PUR- 
POSES. AND POLITICAL EXILE UNDER BRUTAL CONDITIONS HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ARE REPREHENSIBLE WHEREVER THEY OCCUR 
WE DO NOT GO FAR ENOUGH WHEN WE SINGLE OUT THIS ONE CATE- 
GORY OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, WHILE GROSS VIOLATIONS 
THAT OCCUR ELSEWHERE DO NOT RECEIVE THE SAME SPOTLIGHT OF 
ATTENTION 

IN NON-TOTAL ITARI AN SOCIETIES. INFORMATION ON ABUSES 
IS USUALLY QUITE READILY AVAILABLE IN CLOSED TOTALITARIAN 
SOCIETIES. SUCH INF ORMA T I ON IS MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO 
OBTAIN THE UNFORTUNATE RESULT IS THAT WE TEND TO SPENO 
MORE TIME CRITICI2ING THOSE COUNTRIES THAT ARE PARTLY FREE. 
AND MAKING PROGRESS TOWARDS MORE FREEDOM, THAN THOSE WHERE 
LITTLE FREEDOM EXISTS 



WE ARE DETERMINED IN THIS COMMISSION ANO ELSEWHERE TO 
FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON ALL HUMAN RIGHT5 ABUSES WHEREVER 
THEY OCCUR. INCLUDING COUNTRIES WHERE IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
GET AT THE FACT 
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